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Non-wood forest products (NWFP) such as cork, natural resins, mushrooms, medicinal plants and
nuts and berries provide key socio-economic and environmental benefits to the European
economy that are in the same order of magnitude as the total revenues from roundwood. In 2015,
the estimated value of NWFP collected in Europe reached some €23 billion. Furthermore, Europe
is a central player in international trade of NWFP, importing €4.2 billion (50% of the global imports)
and exporting €3.4 billion, equal to 40% of global exports. Moreover, NWFP are embedded in daily
life in Europe with 90% of European households regularly consuming NWFP, while 26% collect
some type of NWFP at least once a year, for self-consumption or sale. More than 60 million
European foragers, often organised in associations, take part in these activities.
Acknowledging the contribution of NWFP to the green economy in Europe, the European Forest
Institute (EFI) and the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO) have jointly
issued a White Paper, based on lessons learned from around the Mediterranean on “Non-wood
forest products for people, nature and the green economy. Recommendations for policy priorities
in Europe”. The Paper identifies key areas that require urgent policy attention and suggests
concrete actions that could be undertaken by decision makers, key stakeholders, and societal
actors at various levels in Europe and other parts of the world.
During this side event, the White Paper will be officially launched and its key findings and
recommendations will be presented and discussed. The side event will address, among others,
the following key questions:




What are the key contributions of NWFP to socio-economic development in Europe in
support of a transition towards a green economy?
What are the key actions required to further enhance the contribution to the European
Green Deal and other core policy objectives?
What can FAO and other international organizations do to further promote the sustainable
consumption and production of NWFP?
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